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Ladies and Gentlemen ofthe Livingston Parish Library System: 

It is with a great deal of concern that I write to you regarding the recent controversy over book 

content on the shelves of the Livingston Parish Library. I write to you as the Parish President 

and ex-officio member of the Board of Control as well as a father and grandfather. 

I have always heard that there are two sides to every story. That statement is substantiated 

time and time again for me as an elected official. Every possible topic in our Country today, it 

seems, triggers a passionate debate from opposing sides. The matter at hand is no exception. 

It appears to me that people on both sides of this issue are more interested in proving that 

their views are correct and everyone else is wrong than they are about addressing the real 

issue: What is best for our children. That should be the common goal. 

The age of consent in Louisiana is 17. The legal drinking age is 21. That is important because it is 

evidence that our society believes young people below a certain age must be protected. They 

are too young to make certain decisions because making the wrong decision could be very 

harmful. That is where responsible adults come into play; adults capable of putting their own 

feelings and beliefs aside to do what is best for the children they are charged with protecting. 

If there is a question about a book's appropriateness, ask yourselves, "What is its value to a 

child's academic education?" If there is uncertainty about the answer, there is no compelling 

reason that it should be on the shelf. 

My children are grown, but I have very young grandchildren. I don't know about you, but I don't 

want my grandchildren picking up a book in a public library that contains questionable sexual 
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content. Why can't our children be children anymore? When they become adults, they can 

frequent adult bookstores if that is what they choose to do. But for now, they are vulnerable 
children. 

As the director and as members of the Board of Control, you are charged with protecting the 
integrity of our library system. These are public libraries. Like public schools, people from all 

walks of life should feel comfortable and accepted: Christian/atheist, gay/straight, young/old. 

Public institutions shouldn't exist to judge or indoctrinate. 

As a man of faith, I raised my children to live a Christian life. I did my best to protect them, as 
children, from exposure to things that would confuse or dissuade them from what they were 

being taught in the home. I would have been very upset if any of my young children would 

have picked up a book containing sexual illustrations from a public library shelf. It is my firm 

b~lief that certain subjects should be learned in the home. Once children become adults, they 
are old enough to make their own choices. That is why I believe children should be given a firm 

foundation that will carry them into adulthood. 

Other parents may raise their children quite differently, but I am certain there are things they 

want to shield their children from as well. Public institutions must walk a fine line in today's 

diverse environment. In the private sector, institutions can promote whatever they choose. It 
is an individual's right to support or not support those private institutions for themselves and 

their families. Institutions supported by the public at large should not force controversial 

content on any person or class of people. I would suggest that controversial materials might be 

more appropriately located in private locations for those who are not offended or concerned by 

them. 

In closing, I encourage you to look beyond the arguments of adults caught up in their own 
battle of wills and remember the true issue at stake. I don't have the right to ask that these 

books be totally removed from the library. However, in my opinion, if there is a concern about 

the content of a book, let's at least put it in an adult section that is monitored by library staff or 

accessible only to children accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

P.O. BOX 427, LIVINGSTON, LA 70754 
P: (225) 6B6-2266 F: (225) 686-7079 
WWW.LIVINGSTONPARISHLA.GOV 

,::i THIS INSTilllllON IS AN fQUAl 

~ OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPlDYER 



Livingston Parish Library Director 

Livingston Parish Library Board of Control 

08/25/2022 

Page 3 

With a few safeguards, adults who are concerned about age-appropriate conduct can be 

reassured that the library system is doing all that it can to protect minors utilizing public 

libraries from inadvertently being exposed to objectionable materials. 

Thank you for your time and considerations. 

ivingston Parish President 

LR/mek 
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