
L,AFA YETTE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

"[)\TE ISSUED: I EFFECTIVE DATE: I REVISION NO· ' 
1
07 /"Ol' 03 30 Dec I-' 10 • I PROCl:DURE No I 

i-- GO.Jo1.12 

GENERAL ORDERS 

r AGE OF r AGES 
I 6 issuED ev: Jl ·1 CRAFT. cI-11EF OF POLICE I . 

REVISION DAT!.::: 16 Dtc 14 
"'cALEA CO~IPLIANT 

1.3.1 1.3.2 1.3.3 1.3.4 1.3.5 1.3.6a 1.3.6b 1.3.6c 1.3.6d 1.3.7 

SUBJECT: DISCllARGE OF FIREARMS/ USE OF FORCE 

PURPOSE 

This Order. establishes rules n~d standards to be followed concerning the use of force and fircanns by officers, along 
with reporting procedures rcqmrcd when a fircann is discharged. 

POLICY 

The Lafaycne Police Dcpanmcnt places its highest value on 1he life and safety of its officers and the public. The 
Department's Written Directives arc designed to ensure that this vnluc guides police officers' use of force and the use of 
fireanns. Even though all officers must be prepared to use their firearms when necessary. restraint must be considered 
in their use. Police officers have been delegated the responsibiliiy to protcc1 life and property and apprehend criminal 
offenders. The apprehension of criminal offenders and the protcclion of propcny mus1 al all times be subservienl 10 the 
protection of life. The officer's responsibility of protecting life must include his own. All sworn personnel shall be 
issued a copy of this General Order and instruc1cd in the use of force before being authorized to carry a firearm. 
Documentation of this training shall be maintained by the Training Section of the lafaycnc Police Dcpanmcnt. 

LEVELS OF FORCE 

A. Jn all cases, only that force necessary shall be used by officers of this Depa~mem to cflC~t lawf~l objccl'.vcs. The 
levels of force authorized by the Lafayette Police Department arc as shown m the following force wheel. (CALEA 

-1.3.1) 
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·r ofihis l)cp:1r1mcn1 may_ o~ly use _deadly force when he rc;ll>onably behevcs that II is necessary 10 defend his 
IJ. ::-r,ol~:,Cor that ofano1hcr person m 11nmcd1atc danger of death or ~cnous phy~ical IIIJUry. 

1 Force_ sh:lll be defined as I hat force which is. intended to causl' demh or grave injury or which creates such a 
I i;;!{ of risk ihal a reasonable and prudent person would consider 11 likely hJ cause death or grave injury. (CA LEA 

_ 1.J.l) 

bl IJelicf- shall be dt:lined as chose sci of facts and c1rcurnstanccs that would lead a reasonable person to 
2. :; 1~:~~ha~ deadly force is necessary. (CA LEA - 1.3.1) 

s~nous Physical Injury- shall be defined as any injury that eoulcl result m permanent disfigurement, disability, or 

J dea1h. (CALEA - 1.3.2) 

The same standards that apply to the ~se of force shall a~ply to the use of deadly force against a rleeing felon. No 
C. resunipdon shall be made that a ~cemg felon poses an 11nmcdiatc threat in the absence ofa previously demonstrated 

~hreat !O, or disreg:ird for human hfe. 

USE OF FIREARMS 

A Police officers shnll not discharge their firearms except to protect themselves or another person from imminent death or 
• senous bodily injury. 

B. Police officers shall discharge their fireanns only when doing so will not endanger innocent persons. 

C. Police officers shall not discharge lheir weapons 10 subdue an cscilping suspect who presents no imminent threat of 
death or serious bodily injury to the officer or others. (See "LC\'els of Force.'' in this General Order.) 

D, Police officers shall not discharge their weapons at or from a moving vehicle. Only in dire or extreme circumstances 
where no avenue of escape is possible and death is imminent would th 1: discharging of weapons be permissible. 
Additionally. officers shall not use their physical presence/body to attempt to block or imped a motorized vehicle that is 
attempting to elude capture:. 

E. Police officers shall no! fire warning shots. (CA LEA - 1.3.3) 

F. ~fficers shall not discharge firearms in connection with police activities either on or off duty cll:cept under the following 
c1rcumstanees: 

I. At an approved range. 

2. When authorized by a supervisor. 

3. To pro1cc1 themsdves or other persons from imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury to officers or others. 

G. When it is necessary for officers 10 discharge their weapons, officers will: 

I. lffeasible, first issue :i verb:il \\'liming. 

2• Whe_n using deadly force the intent will be to stop the subjccl from inflicting great bodily harm or death. For 
maximum Slopping effectiveness, the officers should shoot at "center body mass," when possible. 

1 ~\'hen the use of force results in a death or serious injury, the involved officer(s) shall follow guidelines se1 founh in 
cncra1 Order 203.6. 

Ii. No dist" • 
of d ~nctton shall bt: _made relative 10 the age of the intended targe! of deadly force. Self-defense and imminent threat 

eat or serious bodily injury lo the officer or others shall be the only policy guidelines for employing deadly force. 

I. An offrcer is justified killing an animal· 

!. For self-defense. 
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1 
ro prcvcnl subst:lllllal l1arm 10 :U101her 

: \\ hCJI the animal is so badly inJurcd 1ha1 hun1an11y require~ 11~ relief from funhcr suffcrmg. 

~t:roR'flNG ,\.'IID 1NVt:STIGATION OF ~I REA HMS DISCIIAR(a: 

ci·cr an officer disch~rgcs 11 _firearm, c_nhcr accidentally or officially, e,r.ccpt at an approved range or I recreation.al 
,1. \V~~ion Ille officer shall 1m111ed_1a.1c_ly noufy a supervisor. who ~hall nollfy through the proper cham of command his 

fun . ' (onunmidl•r The D1v1s1on Cotnm:rndcr shall notify the Cinef of Pohcc. A dciailed repon of ,he 
~;~;:onces surroundmg the discharge shall be subrniued by the mvestigatmg officer, through the cham or command, 
c Chief of Police wuhm a rc11son~blc tnne pcnod. If the Chief of Police determines that 1hc discharge was an act of 
:'~i~ence. the officer will be rcqum:d to l>c m:crt1ficd with the weapon withm seven (7) days of the daie ihc 
dc~crmmal10l1S was made. (CALEA-1.3.6a) 

When an)' officer causes injury l~ ~ny citizen as a result of the discharge of his fircann, whc1her acting in an official 
6• apacity or acc1dcntally, the D1v1s10n Commander, upon no~1ficat1on, shall 1mmcdiately proceed to the 1eene of the 

~nc:idcJII The Oiv1sion ~~11:mandcr shall ensure that the Slnfi Commnndcr notifies the lnlcmal Affairs Unit, and the 
Criminal !nves1igat1on D1v1s1on 

I. When an officer injures a person through the discharge ofa weapon. he shall immediately: 

a. Dctcnnine the physical conditions of any injured person and render first aid. (CA LEA - 1.3,S) 

b. Requ~ paramedics. (CALEA - 1.3.S) 

c. Notify Dispatch of the incident and location. 

d. 'fotifyhissupcrvisorofthc mcidcntand location. 

e The officer shall prolcct his/her weapon for examination and submit the weapon to investigating personnel once a 
replacement weapon and magazines arc made available. 

f. An officer who is involved in either an officer-involved shooting or an accidental discharge ofa fircann shall be 
allowed lo contact any attorney or representanve oflus/hcr choice. 

g. The officer shall nol discuss the inciden1 with anyone c,r.ccpl for supervisory personnel. investigating personnel, 
a11omeyorreprcsen1ative. 

h. The officer shall prcparc a detailed report of the incident. (CAL EA - l.3.6c) 

I. If feasible, the involved officcr(s) should be afforded 31 least tv..o sleep cycles prior to any formal questiomng by 
administrative and criminal mvcstigators. 

2- The involved Communiea1ions Officer shall 

a. Dispatch additional units ifchc situation is still on going. 

b. Notify paramedics and ambulance personnel. (CALEA-1.3.5) 

c. Notify the on-duty Shift Supervisor. 

l. Aunifomicd ficltlsupcrvisorsh:,11: 

a. Respond immediotclyto the scene. 

b. ESlablishcontro] of the scene. 

c. Securcapcrimctcrarea. 

d. Direct units present at the scene, those rcspondrng, and ckur officers that arc not needed 
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.:. Brief the rl!sponding Shift Supervi<;or of the inciden1. 

f. Msis1 rhc involved officcr(s). 

4 The on-duty Shift Supcn·isor shall: 

a. Jn1media1cly notil)• the appropriate Division Commander 

b. Notify C.I.D. and l111cmal Affairs. and the Public lnfornuuion Officer. 

c. Assist invcstig:iting officers. 

S. The Internal AITairs Unit supervisor and/or their dc~ignce shall: 

a. Proceed immediately 10 the scene upon being notified. 

b. Secure, separate, and interview all witnesses. 

c. Assist other Stale agcacies during their investigation. 

d. Interview officcrs(s) involved in the shooting. 

c. Submit a detailed report to the Chief of Police. 

NON-LETHAL PHYSICAL FORCE 

A. O~cers s.h~II only use the type and dcgrc~ of force that is reasonably necessary to affect an arrest. As a rule, officers 
which utilize non-lethal force or less than lethal weapons shall report the incident in the departmental electronic 
reporting system in addition to a dcp:irtmental Use of Force Report. (CA LEA - L3.6c,d) 

B. The principle by which force is judged is the minimum force necessary to accomplish a legi1ima1e police objective. The 
officer must assess each situ:ition to determine the type and degree of force required. Short of physical force. there are a 
variety of methods by which an officer can influence an uncooperative subject Appropriate uses of force arc as follows: 
(CALEA - 1.3.4) 

I. Officer presence is accomplished through the officer's appearance at a situation or through 1he officer's dialog 
(1alking) with a subject. rcsul1ing in the officer controlling the individual. 

2. Verbal commands. 

l Soft empry hand control. 

4. Hard empty hand control is accomplished by .an o~c~r using approved physical restraints taught in the Basic 

Training Academy and Departmental Jn-Sen'1Cc rr.umng 

Pepper spray may be used in field encounters with :i resis1ive subject to effect compliance. 

dd.t'onal police lt)O\ and is not in1e11dcd to replace firearms or 
6. Electro-Muscular Disruption Device is dcplo)'Cd as an a 1 1 

self-defense techniques. . .. officers who have been 
· J le1hal level of force. may be uuhzed b! ~ d roper usc 

a. The Elcctro:Muscul:ir ~isruption Device: a I e:~~rs of the Lafayette Police Department m the s., can P 
properly tramcd by certified (E.M.D.D.) ms ru 
of the Tascr 

• 1he General Order 301.20- Taser Protocol. in ,he use and 
b. Departmental officers shall strictly adhere to 

deployment of departmentally issued/owned Tascrs. 

7. Impact Weapons_ Sec General Order 301.13. 

8. Injuries Resulting from Use ofForcc: (CALEA - 1.J.S) 
G0.301.12 
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nic ofliccr shall render :ippropriatc mL-di,.:al aid after the use of force. which will mclude. bu, uot limitcd w: 

I 131c.:dingcon1rol. 

z. crR. 

J. Rescue breathing. 

A. shock control 

Transp0rting any pcrso~ 1hat is injured by an olTicer's use of force to a medical facility for treatment as 
S. soon as reasonably poss1bk. 

6_ In life ihri;.1.tcnin_g situations. summon emergency medical personnel to the scene. (E.g. advanced life 
support pamrned1cs. etc.) 

. time an officer 1~1.:cs an action that results i11 o~ is alleged t~ have resulted in injury or deal~ _of anolher pcrso~. 
C. ~n) ud g traffic accidents. tha! officer shall submit the appropnatc reports (Offense Report. Lou1s1ana Cral!lh Report 1f 

tnclr 1~le of the circums1ances surroundiug the action within (411) holll".i through !he chain of command. An extension 
(~~;ama1/ be granted if the officer is i11capacica1cd. (C.t\LEA :._ 1.3.tib) 

SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES (USE OF FORCE REPORT FORM) 

A. In any c\"ent where force is used (including firearms discharge) as listed in this General Order, or the General Order 
pertaining to "Emergency Response and Pursuit_ Driving" GO - 303.2, it shall be chc responsibility ofthi:, supervisor on-
5eCllC or the Shift supervisor to complete and disseminate the Lafayette Police Department's Use of Force Report form 
(LPD If 140 4/11) prior to the end of that supervisor's work day. In the unlikely event tha1 no supervisor was "on­
sccne~ or able 10 respond to 1he scene, the on-<lury Watch Commander shall be directly responsible for the compleuon 
of the Use of Force Rcpon form and to disseminate the form to the proper Divisions and personnel of the Department 

1. \\ihere a death or serious injury has occurred from the use of force by any officer of 1be Department, the Use of Force 
Repent form may be completed (48) hours after the incident. but only after approval of the supervisor's Division 
Commander 

B. Supervisors are a1so directly responsible to tal.:e photographs of any injured or nrrested persons where force was applied 
to the degree that a Use of Force Repon fom1 would be completed - whether there is a visible sign of injury or not 

USE Of FORCE REVIEW PROCESS 

A. When the use of force by an officer either on or off duty results in dealh or severe injury to any pen.on, the incident 
~hall be subject to review by the Depanment's Command Staff (Severe bodily injury is defined as a life threatening 
lnJ~ry that requires emergency medical treatment and/or surgical procedures.) Minor injuries will norma1\y not require 
rev'.cw by the Department's Command Sraff where medical clearance for incarceration is not applicable. The Chief of 
Police _or his designee may review any use of force incident if he deems necessary. A monthly documented 
Admm1stra1ivc Review of all Use of Force Rcpons shall be conducted by the supervisor of the Internal Affairs Unit 
alo~g wlih ass;istance from the Services Division Training Unit no later lhan the \Ou, of each month. This documented 
r;icw will serve the purpose of identifying any is.~ues that may re.veal patterns of employee behavior. outside trends 
~ecllng law enforcement, possible policy rcvision/adhcrc_nce. ,ssucs and/or training needs. Reviews by the 

partment's Command Slaff shall be conducted on lhe following mcidems (CAL EA - 1.3.7) 

I. When a person sustains a severe bodily injury or is killed by a Lafayetle Police Officer. 

2• When 3 person dies while in the care or custody ofa Lafayelle Police Officer. 

3. ~~:;g;:~x:: ::::~:~:~~er a~:;~~;ges his.-'hcr firearm in the line of duty with the exception of accidental 

9·0ncealllheinv • 
~Ctcnninc; es1Jga1ional reports have been submitted to the Chief of Police. the Command S1alT shall meet and 
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h'
r ibe sho0t1ng or use of force was wllhin Departmc11t~\ Wri1tcn Directives. 

I \\'ht1 

1 ouaII1y ofsupc~~i; 1~P~:~;:~t~ 1;:;:;~~cl Dcpanmcnt andlor City-Parish A11omey's office may be consuhcd. 
j r,,11.'nltJC!SOflhC I, . . . , . 

Cofllnland Staff Jc1crmincs that any v1olat1ons of Written D1rccuvcs occurred. normal d1sc1plm,n-y procedures 

C ~~;~hen be followed 

~a,~ 
Cl !IEF OF POLICE 
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