
Lafayette Parish C-20215526 
Filed Oct 22, 2021 9:35 AM L 

Martina Reaux, 
Deputy derk of Court 

MICHAEL LUNSFORD DOCKET: _____ _ 

15th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

VERSUS 
PARISH OF LAFAYETTE 

KEVIN BLANCHARD, 
PATRICK "PAT" LEWIS, and LAFAYETTE 
PUBLIC TRUST FINANCING AUTHORITY STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS, 
INJUNCTIVE AND DECLARATORY RELIEF 

NOW INTO COURT, through W1dersigned counsel, comes the Petitioner herein, 

MICHAEL LUNSFORD ("Lunsford" or "Petitioner"), who files this Petition for Writ of 

Mandamus, Injunctive and Declaratory Relief, and who, with respect to same, does hereby 

allege, aver, espouse, attest and state as follows, to-wit: 

1. 

Petitioner is a Louisiana resident of the age of majority and Executive Director of 

Citizens for a New Louisiana, a non-profit entity based in Lafayette, Louisiana, and serves as a 

government watchdog throughout the State of Louisiana. 

2. 

Made Defendants/Respondents herein are: 

A) PA TRICK "PAT" LEWIS ("LEWIS"), an individual of the full age of majority 

and resident of the City of Lafayette, Parish of Lafayette, State of Louisiana, in 

his capacity as City CoW1cilman for the Lafayette City Council, District 1; 

B) KEVIN BLANCHARD ("BLANCHARD"), an individual of the full age of 

majority and resident of the City of Lafayette, Parish of Lafayette, State of 
'--· 

Louisiana, in his capacity as the Executive Director of the Lafayette Public Trust 

Financing Authority; and, 

I 

C) LAFAYETTE PUBLIC TRUST FINANCING AUTHORITY ("LPTFA"), a 

public trust established in 1979 pursuant to a Trust Indenture and the Public trust 

law of the State of Louisiana (LA R.S. 9:2341, et seq.); 

who are amenable to the courts of the State of Louisiana and indebted unto the Plaintiff in 

this matter for the following, to wit: 



3. 

On Thursday, July 8th, 2021, three of the five Lafayette Economic Development Districts 

("EDD") entered into a contract with LPTFA, represented at the meeting by BLANCHARD. 

4. 

Patrick "Pat" Lewis is a member of all five of the EDDs, and voted in favor of all three 

contracts with LPTF A. 

5. 

On or about June 24, 2021, Petitioner did cause a request for any and all communication 

between Kevin Blanchard and "Pat" Lewis under the Public Records Act of Louisiana, R.S. 44:1 

et seq. Pursuant to LA R.S. 44:35, the custodian has up to five days to respond, not including 

weekends and holidays. As of the drafting of this Petition, there has been no response. 

Previously, LPTFA Program administrator, Rebekke Miller, received a request on June 9, 2021 

for a very specific document related to the "Protect the City Committee." She forwarded that 

request to Kevin Blanchard, who advised Petitioner he was not obligated to provide any 

document created in his "capacity as a citizen." 

6. 

Title 44 § l(A)(2)(a) provides that all material on any device used in the performance of 

any public business is considered a "public record." While BLANCHARD did not admit the 

document existed, in a text message acquired through a separate records request ( attached) he 

told a member of the Protect the City Committee that such a document did exist, and that he was 

sending it to LEWIS. The Lafayette Parish Consolidated Government had responded that they 

asked LEWIS if he had received any communication or documents on or around February 25, 

2021 (when the text message said BLANCHARD was sending the plan); LEWIS responded 

"no." (See all documents attached hereto as Exhibit A, in globo ). 

WRIT OF MANDAMUS. INJUNCTIVE AND DECLARATORY RELIEF 

7. 

A writ of mandamus, which will "compel the performance of a ministerial duty required 

by law," La. C.CP. Art. 3863, is appropriate to compel Defendants to abide by their statutory 

duty as custodians to produce records, in whole or in part, made subject of Petitioner's request. 



8. 

Petitioner, respecting both Federal and Louisiana statutes and constitutional rights, 

respectfully requests this Honorable Court order production of his request immediately. 

9. 

It is the law of Louisiana that: "No person shall be denied the right to observe the 

deliberations of public bodies and examine public documents, except in cases established by 

law." La. Const. Art. 12, Sec. 3. 

10. 

Furthermore, "Providing access to public records is a responsibility and duty of the 

appointive or elective office of a custodian and his employees." La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 44:31. 

11. 

"All persons and public bodies having custody and control of any public record," are 

required by law to preserve the public record "for a period of at least three years." La. Rev. Stat. 

Ann. § 44:36. 

12. 

A custodian of Public Records has three days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and legal 

public holidays, to produce public records readily available such as those at issue in this Petition. 

La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 44:33. 

13. 

Under the same law, any person who is denied the right to inspect or copy a record "may 

institute proceedings for the issuance of a writ of mandamus, injunctive or declaratory relief, 

together with attorney's fees, costs and damages as provided for by this Section, in the district 

court for the parish in which the office of the custodian is located." La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 

44:35(A). 

14. 

Any suit brought under the Louisiana Public Records Law, such as this one for 

Mandamus, Injunctive and Declaratory Relief, "shall be tried by preference and in a summary 

manner." La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 44:35(C). 

15. 

As stated in La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 44:3l(B)(3), the "burden of proving that a public 

record is not subject to inspection, copying, or reproduction shall rest with the custodian." 



16. 

The Louisiana Supreme Court has further held that these laws should be "construed 

liberally in favor of free and unrestricted access to the records, and that access can be denied 

only when a law, specifically and unequivocally, provides otherwise .... Whenever there is doubt 

as to whether the public has the right of access to certain records, the doubt must be resolved in 

favor of the public's right to see." Title Research Corp. v. Rausch, 450 So. 2d 933, 936 

(La.1984). 

17. 

Petitioner therefore requests mandamus, injunctive and declaratory relief from this 

Honorable Court that, in fact, these records are core "public documents" for which the Louisiana 

Public Records Law was enacted. 

18. 

Petitioner avers that Defendants have arbitrarily and capriciously withheld the requested 

records and have constructed a complicated process in an attempt to avoid the Public Records 

Law. Petitioner requests that this Court award actual damages and civil penalties in accordance 

with La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 44:35(E). 

19. 

In addition, pursuant to constitutional law and the Louisiana Public Records Act, La. 

Rev. Stat. § 44:35, this action must be tried in a summary manner with preference over other 

matters. See § 44:35 ("Any suit brought in any court of original jurisdiction to enforce the 

provisions of this Chapter shall be tried by preference and in a summary manner.11). 

20. 

Petitioner furthermore avers that upon judgment of this Honorable Court, he should be 

awarded reasonable attorneys' fees and other costs of litigation under La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 

44:35(D) ("[a prevailing petitioner] shall be awarded reasonable attorney's fees and other costs 

of litigation."). [Emphasis added.] 

WHEREFORE, in consideration of the above and foregoing Petition for Writ of 

Mandamus, Injunctive and Declaratory Relief, together with the facts stated herein, the exhibits 

appended hereunto, and the law and equities applicable in the premises: 

a) Petitioner respectfully prays that this Honorable Court immediately and upon 

filing of this Petition, issue an Alternative Writ of Mandamus directing 



Defendants to immediately make the following records available for inspection 

and copying, or show cause to the contrary: 

- any and all communication, including documents attached thereto, between 
LPTF A Executive Director Kevin Blanchard and Lafayette City Council 
member Patrick "Pat" Lewis since November 1, 2020. This request for all 
communication includes any and all forms of communication, including but 
not limited to text messages and other digital communications such as email 
or social media and other forms of messengers whether these 
communications were sent in an official lptfa or unofficial, personal capacity. 
This request is also platform neutral; meaning it includes communications 
sent from any device that has been used to perform any business. 

b) Pursuant to La. Code of Civ. Proc. Art. 3782 and La. Rev. Stat. §44:35, Petitioner 

prays that this Court set a hearing on this matter not less than two (2) days nor 

more than ten (l 0) days from the date of service of the Alternative Writ of 

Mandamus to be issued upon the filing of this Petition, and require to show cause 

at that hearing why the Alternative Writ of Mandamus should not be made 

permanent and peremptory. 

c) Petitioner finally prays for any and all equitable relief as is available, all costs of 

this proceeding, damages and civil penalties, as well as reasonable attorneys' fees 

and costs as provided for under the Louisiana Public Records Law, as well as all 

other various relief to which Petitioner is entitled. 

Respectful] y submi ttcd: 

LAW OFFICE OF G. SHELLY MATURIN, II, L.L.C. 

G. SHELLY MA TURIN, II (26994) 
322 Heymann Blvd. 
Suite l 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70503 
Telephone: 337-362-3514 
Facsimile: 337-362-3515 
E-mail: shellv(a)rnaturinlaw.com 
Counsel.for Plaintiff Michael Lunsford 



PLEASE SERVE: 

PATRICK "PAT" LEWIS 
705 W. University Avenue 
Lafayette LA 70502 

KEVIN BLANCHARD 
200 West Second Street 
Lafayette, LA 70501 

LAFAYETTE PUBLIC TRUST FINANCING AUTHORITY 
200 West Second Street 
Lafayette, LA 70501 



Lafayette Parish C-20215526 
Filed Oct 22, 2021 9:35 AM L 

Martil'la Reaux ' 
Deputy Clerk of Court 

MICHAEL LUNSFORD DOCKET: 

VERSUS 

KEVIN BLANCHARD, 
PA TRICK "PAT" LEWIS, and LAFAYETTE 
PUBLIC TRUST FINANCING AUTHORITY 

ORDER 

-------

15th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

PARISH OF LAFAYETTE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

CONSIDERING the Petition for Writ of Mandamus, Injunctive and Declaratory Relief, 

incorporating a motion for expedited review pursuant to La. Rev. Stat. § 44:35, filed by 

MICHAEL LUNSFORD. 

IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

(I) Defendants be served with the foregoing Petition for Writ of Mandamus and a copy of 

this Order; 

(2) An Alternative Writ of Mandamus shall issue herewith, directing and compelling. 

Defendants to immediately produce the following public records requested, or show cause to the 

contrary: 

- any and all communication, including documents attached thereto, between 
LPTFA Executive Director Kevin Blanchard and Lafayette City Council member 
Patrick "Pat" Lewis since November 1, 2020. This request for all communication 
includes any and all forms of communication, including but not limited to text 
messages and other digital communications such as email or social media and other 
forms of messengers whether these communications were sent in an official lptfa or 
unofficial, personal capacity. This request is also platform neutral; meaning it 
includes communications sent from any device that has been used to perform any 

• business. 

(3) A hearing shall be held on the __ day of ________ 2021 

at ___ a.m., 

and Defendants shall appear at that hearing and show cause why the Alternative Writ of 

Mandamus issued by this Order shall not be made peremptory and permanent, and why 

Defendants should not be taxed .with all costs and attorneys' fees, as permitted by law, and such 

other equitable and just relief as may be permitted by law. 

LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA, this ___ day of _______ ____, 2021 

15th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 



Lafayette Parish 
Filed Oct 22, 2021 9:35 AM 

Martil~a Reaux ' 
Deputy Clerk of Court 

C-20215526 
L 

MICHAEL LUNSFORD 

VERSUS 

KEVIN BLANCHARD, 

DOCKET: -------
15th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

PARISH OF LAFAYETTE 

PATRICK "PAT" LEWIS, and LAFAYETTE 
PUBLIC TRUST FINANCING AUTHORITY STATE OF LOUISIANA 

REQUEST FOR NOTICE 

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes Plaintiff, MICHAEL 

LUNSFORD, and pursuant to Louisiana Civil Code of Procedure, Article 1572, moves this 

Honorable Court for written notice ten (10) days in advance of the date fixed for trial or hearing 

of this case, whether on exceptions, motions, rules or on the merits. In addition, it is 

respectfully requested that immediate notice of all orders and judgments, whether interlocutory 

or final, made or rendered in this case upon rendition thereof, as provided by Louisiana Civil 

Code of Procedure, Article 1913 and 1914, including notice of judgment in the event this matter 

is taken under advisement, or if the judgment is not signed at the conclusion of trial be sent, in 

writing to the offices of undersigned counsel. 

Respectfully submitted: 

LAW OFFICE OF G. SHELLY MATURIN, II, L.L.C. 

G. SHELLY MATURIN, II (26994) 
322 Heymann Blvd. 
Suite 1 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70503 
Telephone: 337-362-3514 
Facsimile: 337-362-3515 
E-mail: shelly@maturinlaw.com 
Counsel for Plaintiff, Michael Lunsford 
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G. Shelly Maturin 11 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Michael Lunsford <michael@newlouisiana.org > 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 9:10 AM 
G. Shelly Maturin II 

Subject: Fwd: Public record request 

Sent ·trom my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Michael Lunsford <michael@newlouisiana.org> 
Date: June 10, 2021 at 12:51:55 PM CDT 
To: Brandon DeCuir <Brandon@decuirlaw.com> 
Cc: Kevin Blanchard <Kevin@lptfa.org>, Rebekke Miller <Rebekke@lptfa.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Public record request 

Mr. DeCuir, 

I'm writing as follow up to the information received in my public records request of April 13th, 2021 to 
LCG. I had previously sent this request to Rebekke Miller, who forwarded it to Kevin Blanchard. You can 
see below that Mr. Blanchard believes his communications are not subject to public record requests. 

Therefore, I'm requesting, again, any document and/ or email that LPTFA's Executive Director, Kevin 
Blanchard, sent to Pat Lewis on or around February 25, 2021, using any medium including but not 
limited to hand-written notes, text messages, social media messengers, emails, or any other 
communication regarding any plans or other information related to the Protect the City Committee or 
the Lafayette Home Rule Charter. 

The relevant document responsive to my original request is attached, showing that LPTFA Executive 
Director, Kevin Blanchard, himself confirmed that he did communicate with the Lafayette City Council's 
Pat Lewis on or around April 13th, 2021. 

All the best, 
Michael Lunsford 
Executive Director 

nc IT I Z ENS F OR A 

a ,~tlllAlnisiana 
100 E Vermilion St. Suite 150 
Lafayette, LA 70501 
(337) 739-3559 
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Pat wants you to bo ch.air, Stuart. 

Woll, hfl't; 11,()t lh b-oil '" wh1pp,ng VO( $ \0 I 
wou'dn't pul i1 ,n the bJ~ ~-et 

I th,nk ho w.int!'. to ch.ii oboul who ho nee-d~ 
to i;all oo yovr behalf 

And 1'm $·•ndmg hun the "pion• w discu:;sw 
at br akfast so you can te I h,m you're briefed 
on that ,t you want 

Ho'$ cxc,tud you'ru II lawyor 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Kevin Blanchard <Kevin@lptfa.org> 
Subject: Public record request 
Date: June 10, 2021 at 9:21 :29 AM CDT 
To: Michael Lunsford <michael@newlouisiana.org> 
Cc: Rebekke Miller <Rebekke@lptfa.org> 

Michael-

Rebekke forwarded to me your request for "any document and/or email" that you say 
was sent to Pat Lewis on or around Feb. 25, 2021 regarding any "plans of other 
information related to the Protect the City Committee." 

2 



The Lafayette Public Trust Financing Authority has no records that would be responsive 
to your request. As you may or may not be aware, the LPTFA is not affiliated with the 
Protect the City Committee, nor has it done any work related to the work of the Protect 
the City Committee. 

My own involvement with the work of the Protect the City Committee, limited as it is, 
has been in my capacity as a citizen, resident, and taxpayer of Lafayette. I have been a 
public and vocal critic of consolidation for years now - starting in 2013. You could call it 
a hobby, or civic involvement, but it is most certainly not my job. 

I would suggest directing your request to LCG or Councilman Lewis, as they would be 
the custodian of the record you seek, to the extent that record does exist. 

Kevin 

Kevin Blanchard 
Executive Director, Lafayette Public Trust Financing Authority 

337-303-7066 

lptfa.orq 
200 W. Second Street, Lafayette, LA 70501 
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