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City court funds der.ved from court costs may be used for the 
operational expenses of the court and to supplement the 
compensat on of the clelks and deputy clerks of the Lafayette 
City Court as determined by the judge(s) of the court. 

Your request for an Attorney General's Opinion has been assigned to me for research 
ar:id reply. In your opinion request, you asked whether the Lafayette City Court judges 
can use court cost fees to lease and maintain vehicles for the clerk of court, deputy 
clerk of court, and judges. Specifically, your request seeks the opinion of this office as to 
whether car lease deposits, monthly lease fees, gas, oil changes, car washes, car 
insurance, and maintenance ("vehicle expenses") are "operational expenses of the 
court" within the meaning of La. RS. 13:1899 and La. R.S. 13:2078(C). We understand 
that while you are disinclined to view these vehicle expenses as operational expenses 
of the court, you, nonetheless, seek the opinion of this office on the issue. 

The assessment and disposition of costs collected by the city courts are provided by 
statutory law. Louisiana Revised Statute 13: 1898{A) provides generally for the collection 
of fines, forfeitures, penalties, and costs to be paid into the city or parish treasury. 
However, La. R.S. 13:1899 provides for the assessment of additional costs in criminal 
matters, and states in pertinent part: 

A. Except as otherwise provided by law, in all criminal matters, including 
traffic violation cases, in addition to the fine or other penalty which may be 
legally imposed against every defendant who is convicted after trial or 
after a plea of guilty or who forfeits his bond, the judge may assess costs 
of court in an amount not to exceed thirty dollars. 

B. Except as otherwise provided by law, the proceeds derived from these 
costs shall be deposited in a special account which shall be subject to 
audit, and used for the operational expenses of the court or for the 
payment of clerical fees or other similar expenditures as may be approved 
by the judge. 

(Emphasis added.) 
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Additionally, La. RS. 13:2078{C), specific to the Lafayette City Court, allows the court to 
use costs collected in criminal cases for supplementing the compensation of the clerks 
and deputy clerks of court, as well as for the payment of stenographic, clerical, and 
other operational expenses of the court. 

This office has not previously interpreted the term "operational expenses of the court" in 
the context of La. R.S. 13:2078{C). However, we have considered the term in the 
context of La. RS. 13: 1899(8). Previous opinions from our office have concluded the 
following items constitute an operational expense of the court: payment of premiums for 
a judicial ..liability insurance policy, attending judicial conferences, supplies, approved 
computer equipment, a monthly salary to a court reporter for services in criminal cases, 
folders, letterhead, witness fees for off-duty police officers, uniforms for city court 
employees, law books, dues for bar memberships, postage, petty cash, salaries for 
judges ad hoc, and payment for interpreters for court proceedings.1 Additionally, our 
previous opinions have found that the use of funds in La. RS. 13:1899 for uoperational 
expenses" is restricted to related operational expenses of the court and must be 
approved by the judge. 2 

In contrast, in La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 93-145, this office considered whether the Pineville 
City Court could fund the development and implementation of a Criminal Patrol Unit, 
which would operate in target areas to decrease the availability of narcotics and/or 
alcohol in the City of Pineville. This office noted the funds collected pursuant to La. R.S. 
13:1899 and La. R.S. 13:2095.1 are designated to be used for the operational expenses 
of the court or other similar expenditures; accordingly, this office concluded that the 
proposed expenditure, which was in the law enforcement field, would not fall within this 
category. 3 

Although the term "operational expense" is not defined in either La. R.S. 13:1899(8) or 
La. R.S. 13:2078{C) "the words of a law must be given their generally prevailing 
meaning."4 "Words and phrases shall be read with their context and shall be construed 

1 La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 83-393 (insurance premiums); La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 78-422 0udicial 
conferences, supplies); La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 93-129 (computer equipment); La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 80-
225 (court reporter expenses, folders, letterhead. We note that while this opinion stated the funds in La. 
R.S. 13:1899 could not be used to supplement the salaries of a city clerk or deputy clerk based on Lyons 
v. Bossier Parish Police Jury, No. 11860 (La.App. 2 Cir. 1972), 262 So.2d. 838, the Lafayette City Court 
has a specific statute authorizing the use of costs collected in criminal court for supplementing the 
compensation of the clerks and deputy clerks.); La. Atty. Gen. Op. Nos. 83-183 and 81-68 (witness fees 
for off-duty police officers}; La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 83-772 (uniforms); La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 80-1394A 
(law books, bar dues, postage, petty cash, salaries for judges ad hoc}; La. Atty. Gen. Op. No. 95-191 
(interpreters). 
2 La. Atty. Gen. Op. Nos. 91-78, 80-139A. 79-65, and 76-1623. 
3 La. R.S. 13:2095.1 allows the City Court of Pineville to collect from each person filing any civil suit or 
proceeding "a non-refundable fee not to exceed ten dollars,· which shall be deposited in the court general 
fund ·to supplement the operations expenses of the court." 
4 La. Civ. Code art. 11. 
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according to the common and approved usage of the language."5 The term "operational" 
is defined to mean, "[r]elating to the routine functioning and activities of a business or 
organization."6 

We note that the Louisiana Supreme Court has recently given guidance as to what is 
meant by "court-related operational costs" in an effort to guide the process of submitting 
and evaluating requests for new court costs and fees or increases in existing court costs 
and fees. In that context, the Supreme Court's Judicial Council's General Guidelines 
Regarding the Evaluation of Requests for Court Costs and Fees defined "court-related 
operational costs" to mean: 

those operational costs that are in direct support of the pre-adjudicative, 
adjudicative, and post-adjudicative functions of a court, including but not 
limited to: training; data sharing; law enforcement service of process; court 
reporting; pro se assistance; certain treatment programs sponsored or 
closely affiliated with the courts; bailiff services; short-term detention; 
probation legal representation; prosecution; legal research; court-related 
technologies; informal adjudicative programs such as diversion, alternative 
dispute resolution, restorative justice, pre-trial and such other programs 
that are either sponsored by or closely affiliated with the courts.7 

Turning to the questions posed, we first address the use of criminal court cost funds for 
the payment of vehicle expenses for the Lafayette City Court judges. Absent any facts 
relating these items to the operation of the City Court we are unable to conclude that 
these vehicle expenses are operational expenses of the court. The totality of the 
circumstances surrounding a given court's operation must be considered in determining 
whether the imposition and use of court costs and fees are deemed to be operational 
expenses of the court. Accordingly, we suggest contacting the Judicial Administrator of 
the Louisiana Supreme Court for any questions regarding the use of court costs to pay 
vehicle expenses for the Lafayette City Court Judges. 

Next, we address the use of criminal court cost funds to pay for vehicle expenses of the 
clerk of court and the deputy clerk of court for the Lafayette City Court. In considering 
whether these vehicle expenses are operational expenses we look to the general duties 
of the Clerk of Court outlined in La. R.S. 13:1855 as follows: 

A. The clerk shall keep the minute entries of the court and a docket of all 
proceedings had in civil and criminal matters. . .. 

s La. R.S. 1:3. 
6 Operational. (2021). Lexico.com. Retrieved from https://lexico.com/en/definition/operational. 
1General Guidelines for the Standing Committee to Evaluate. lasc.org. Retrieved from 
https://www.lasc.org/lajudicial_ entities/Judicial_ Council/CourtCost_ Guidelines _2018.pdf. 
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B. He may sign, under the seal of the court, all writs and processes in civil 
and criminal cases, including citations and subpoenas. 

C. He may make and take affidavits for issuance of arrest warrants in 
criminal matters and for issuance of peace bonds and for all other 
purposes connected with the functions of the court. 

D. He shall have the power to sign all orders that the judge himself may 
sign in both civil and criminal cases, whether the judge be present or 
absent from the jurisdiction of the court, but shall not perform any judicial 
functions beyond that herein conferred. 

E. He may certify to all official documents of the court and administer 
oaths, and his acts as clerk as well as the certificates issued by him shall 
be given the same effect as those of clerks of district courts. 

F. Upon the written request of the judgment creditor, he shall record all 
money judgments obtained in city court in the mortgage records of the 
parish and charge a reasonable fee for such recordation. 

Deputy clerks have the same powers and duties as the clerk.8 Considering the above 
duties and absent sufficient facts relating the vehicle expenses for the clerk of court and 
deputy clerk of court to the operation of the Lafayette City Court, we are similarly unable 
to determine whether these expenses may be operational expenses of the Lafayette 
City Court. 

We trust that this opinion has adequately addressed the legal issues you have raised. 
If our office can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

BY: 

JL:CS 

8 La. R.S. 13:1877. 

With best regards, 

JEFF LANDRY 
A1;;0RNEY_GENERAL LJ 
C~'- $+. I~, I()-, 

CHIMENE ST. AMANT ~/ Ct "f-

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 




