
ALLYSON C. MELANCON 

VERSUS 

LAFAYETTE PARISH SHERIFF MARK : 
GARBER 

15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

DOCKET NUMBER 

LAFAYETTE PARISH, LOUISIANA 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS, DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF, 
CIVIL PENAL TIES, ATTORNEY FEES. AND DAMAGES 

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes Petitioner, ALLYSON 

C. MELANCON (MELANCON), a person of the full age of majority and domiciled in 

Lafayette Parish, Louisiana, who respectfully represents: 

1. 

Made defendant herein is LAFAYETTE PARISH SHERIFF MARK GARBER 

("SHERIFF GARBER"), in his official capacity as Sheriff of Lafayette Parish and 

custodian of public records maintained by the Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office. 

2. 

Louisiana's Constitution guarantees that "[n]o person shall be denied the right to 

observe the deliberations of public bodies and examine public documents, except in 

cases established by law." LSA-Const art. 12, § 3. The Louisiana Public Record's Law 

(LPRL) implements this constitutional right broadly. Under LSA-R.S. 44:31, "[p]roviding 

access to public records is a responsibility and duty of the appointive or elective office 

of a custodian and his employees," and "[t]he burden of proving that a public record is 

not subject to inspection, copying, or reproduction shall rest with the custodian." The 

Louisiana Supreme Court has made clear that "access to public records can be denied 

only when the Public Records Law or the Constitution specifically and unequivocally 

provide otherwise," and that any doubt must be resolved in favor of public access. 

[Emphasis supplied]. Shane v. Parish of Jefferson, 2014-2225 (La. 12/8/15), 209 So. 3d 

726. 

3. 

Body-worn camera (BWC) footage falls squarely within the LPRL's sweeping 

definition of "public records," which encompasses all "tapes, recordings, memoranda, 

and papers, and all copies, duplicates, photographs, including microfilm, or other 

reproductions thereof, or any other documentary materials, regardless of physical form 
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or characteristics, including electronically stored information or information contained in 

databases or electronic data processing equipment, having been used, being in use, or 

prepared, possessed, or retained for use in the conduct, transaction, or performance of 

any business, transaction, work, duty, or function which was conducted, transacted, or 

performed by or under the authority of the constitution or laws of this state." LSA-R.S. 

44:1. 

4. 

Such footage recorded by law enforcement officers during execution of a search 

warrant constitutes a public record subject to disclosure unless specifically exempted by 

law. Further, upon information and belief, the execution of search warrants by LPSO 

deputies constitutes a law enforcement activity during which BWC activation may be 

required or routinely expected pursuant to agency policy, training, practice, or 

evidentiary preservation procedures. 

5. 

On April 20, 2026, at 1 :30 p.m., MELANCON submitted a written public records 

request to SHERIFF GARBER seeking: 

1. All video/audio recordings generated by Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office 
Deputies executing a search warrant at105 Springwood Circle, Lafayette, LA 
70508 on or about March 12, 2025. 

2. All video/audio recordings generated by Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office 
Deputies executing a search warrant at 1600 Camellia Blvd, Bldg. F-100, 
Lafayette, LA 70508 on or about March 12, 2025. 

See email exchange, attached hereto in globo as Exhibit A, along with respective 

search warrants attached hereto in globo as Exhibit B. 

6. 

In the request, MELANCON specifically cited LSA-R.S. 44:3(A)(8), demanded 

production in native format, and expressly requested written notification of any 

exemption or legal basis for withholding records. See Exhibit A. 

7. 

On April 22, 2026, SHERIFF GARBER, through Public Records Coordinator 

Briana Miller, acknowledged receipt of the request and advised: "Our office is in the 

process of determining what, if any, records are subject to this request and, if so, 
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whether any privileges or exemptions apply." See Exhibit A. 

8. 

SHERIFF GARBER further represented that MELANCON would be notified 

within fourteen business days whether responsive records had been located and 

whether any exemptions applied. See Exhibit A. 

9. 

On May 12, 2026, after the self-imposed deadline expired without substantive 

response, MELANCON transmitted follow-up correspondence reminding SHERIFF 

GARBER of his obligations under the LPRL, including his burden under LSA-R.S. 

44:31 (8)(3), the availability of mandamus relief under LSA-R.S. 44:35, and the 

possibility of attorney fees, damages, and civil penalties for arbitrary or capricious 

noncompliance. See Exhibit A. 

10. 

In that correspondence, MELANCON specifically advised SHERIFF GARBER 

that the request was "narrow, specific, and readily identifiable" and further stated that 

there was "nothing about this request that reasonably justifies the delay encountered 

thus far." See Exhibit A. 

11. 

On May 13, 2026, SHERIFF GARBER, through Records Clerk Saderia Johnson, 

responded: "In response to your request; there were no video/calls for service, where a 

warrant was being executed by Lafayette Parish Sheriff's office at either address." See 

Exhibit A. The response did not expressly state whether BWC footage existed, whether 

deputies activated BWC during execution of the warrants, whether responsive 

recordings had been deleted or destroyed, whether such recordings were maintained 

by another custodian or third-party vendor, or whether SHERIFF GARBER was 

asserting any statutory exemption from disclosure. 

12. 

Because the response was ambiguous and failed to clarify whether responsive 

BWC footage existed, MELANCON sought clarification and specifically asked: "For 

clarification, are you telling me that the deputies who searched the referenced 
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residence and office did NOT have BWC activated during execution of the warrant?" 

See Exhibit A. 

13. 

Thereafter, Captain John Mowell, acting on behalf of SHERIFF GARBER, 

responded: "She is telling you there is no video responsive to your public record 

request." See Exhibit A. 

14. 

MELANCON again requested clarification and specifically advised SHERIFF 

GARBER: "The Public Records Law allows me to get BWC footage unless certain 

exceptions apply. You are obligated to tell me what those exceptions/exemptions are. 

You don't just get to play word games. So, that being said, kindly advise what 

exception/exemption LPSO is claiming; or tell me that no such video exists." 

15. 

In response, Captain Mowell stated: "No, 'semantics'. No, 'word games'. No 

exceptions apply because as was stated previously, we do not have any video 

responsive to your request." 

16. 

The custodian's bare response that there are "no public records responsive" fails 

in at least two distinct respects because it does not satisfy the mandatory statutory 

obligations imposed by LSA-R.S. 44:32 and LSA-R.S. 44:34. 

17. 

First, if the footage exists but SHERIFF GARBER is withholding it under an 

exemption, LSA-R.S. 44:32(0) requires him to provide written notification within five 

days (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays) that includes "a 

reference to the basis under law which the custodian has determined exempts a record, 

or any part thereof, from inspection, copying, or reproduction." He must identify the 

specific statutory provision, not simply decline to produce. The Louisiana Attorney 

General has likewise recognized that when a custodian determines a requested record 

is not a public record or is otherwise exempt, the custodian must notify the requester 

and provide the legal justification supporting that determination. Capt. Jason Gully, La. 
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Atty. Gen. Op. No. 17-0155 (La.AG. 2018). 

18. 

Anticipating a claimed individual privacy rights exception, the owner of the 

subject residence and business has executed an Affidavit waiving any such right. See 

Exhibit C. 

19. 

Second, if the footage does not exist or is not in SHERIFF GARBER'S custody 

or control, LSA-R.S. 44:34 imposes its own mandatory certification requirement. That 

statute provides that if the requested public record "is not in the custody or control of 

the person to whom the application is made, such person shall promptly certify this in 

writing to the applicant, and shall in the certificate state in detail to the best of his 

knowledge and belief, the reason for the absence of the record from his custody or 

control, its location, what person then has custody of the record and the manner and 

method in which, and the exact time at which it was taken from his custody or control." 

Alternatively, to the extent responsive recordings once existed but were deleted, lost, 

destroyed, or otherwise removed from SHERIFF GARBER's custody or control, 

SHERIFF GARBER was obligated under LSA-R.S. 44:34 to provide a detailed written 

certification identifying the disposition of the records and the circumstances under 

which they ceased to exist or left SHERIFF GARBER's custody. 

20. 

A bare statement, after repeated requests for clarification in accordance with the 

LPRL, that there are no responsive records satisfies none of these requirements. 

21. 

Responsive BWC recordings, if created, would constitute electronically stored 

public records subject to mandatory preservation obligations once SHERIFF GARBER 

received MELANCON's public records request and subsequent correspondence 

specifically identifying the requested recordings. Any destruction, deletion, overwriting, 

or alteration of responsive recordings after notice of the request may constitute unlawful 

spoliation of evidence and additional arbitrary and capricious conduct under the LPRL. 
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22. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 44:35(A) provides that any person who has been 

denied the right to inspect, copy, or obtain a copy of a record, either by a custodian's 

determination or by the passage of five days from the date of the request without 

receiving a written determination, may institute proceedings for a writ of mandamus, 

injunctive or declaratory relief, along with attorney fees, costs, and damages, in the 

district court for the parish in which the custodian's office is located. 

23. 

SHERIFF GARBER'S legally deficient response herein constitutes a denial 

triggering the rights delineated in LSA-R.S. 44:35 because the duties imposed upon a 

public records custodian under LSA-R.S. 44:32 and 44:34 are mandatory and 

ministerial in nature. 

24. 

Relevant to the LPRL, in mandamus proceedings, the court "has jurisdiction to 

enjoin the custodian from withholding records or to issue a writ of mandamus ordering 

the production of any records improperly withheld." Critically, "the court shall determine 

the matter de novo and the burden is on the custodian to sustain his action." As the 

Louisiana Supreme Court emphasized in Shane v. Parish of Jefferson, supra, this 

means the court gives no deference to the custodian's decision and the custodian must 

affirmatively prove its response was lawful. 

25. 

Courts have consistently held that the LPRL must be construed liberally in favor 

of access and that any exception must be narrowly construed. Title Research Corp. v. 

Rausch, 450 So.2d 933, 936 (La. 1984). Moreover, the LPRL does not permit a 

custodian to evade disclosure obligations through ambiguous, evasive, or conclusory 

responses that fail to clearly state whether requested records exist, are exempt, or are 

not within the custodian's possession or control. 

26. 

SHERIFF GARBER'S response, viewed in light of repeated requests for 

clarification and his continued refusal to provide either statutory exemptions or 
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certifications required by law, constitutes arbitrary, capricious, unreasonable, and legally 

deficient conduct under the LPRL. 

27. 

MELANCON is entitled to civil penalties pursuant to LSA-R.S. 44:35(E)(1 ), in an 

amount up to One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per day, exclusive of weekends and legal 

holidays, for each day SHERIFF GARBER failed to provide the written notifications 

required by LSA-R.S. 44:32. 

28. 

MELANCON is further entitled to mandatory attorney fees and costs pursuant to 

LSA-R.S. 44:35(D), should MELANCON prevail in this action. 

29. 

MELANCON reserves the right to seek in camera review of any allegedly exempt 

recordings or documents pursuant to LSA-R.S. 44:35(8). 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, ALLYSON C. MELANCON, respectfully prays that: 

• This Court declare that SHERIFF GARBER'S response constituted a 

constructive denial under the LPRL; 

• SHERIFF GARBER be ordered to produce a privilege or exemption log 

identifying each withheld recording or portion thereof, the statutory basis 

asserted for withholding, the date of the recording, and the custodian 

maintaining same; 

• A writ of mandamus issue directing SHERIFF GARBER to immediately 

produce all responsive public records requested by MELANCON; 

• SHERIFF GARBER be ordered to provide a legally sufficient written 

certification compliant with LSA-R.S. 44:34 identifying the status, location, 

and custody of the requested records; 

• SHERIFF GARBER be ordered to specifically identify each statutory 

exemption relied upon for any withheld record; 

• This matter be tried by preference and in a summary manner pursuant to 

LSA-R.S. 44:35C; 

• This Court conduct an in camera inspection of any records claimed to be 
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exempt; 

• SHERIFF GARBER be ordered to preserve all potentially responsive 

electronically stored information, metadata, audit logs, retention logs, 

Axon/Evidence.com records, deletion logs, and chain-of-custody 

information pending final resolution of these proceedings; 

• MELANCON be awarded reasonable attorney fees and all costs of 

litigation pursuant to LSA-R.S. 44:35(0); 

• MELANCON be awarded civil penalties pursuant to LSA-R.S. 44:35(E); 

• MELANCON be awarded all damages authorized by law; and 

• All general and equitable relief. 

PLEASE SERVE 

SHERIFF MARK GARBER 
Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office 
316 West Main Street 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Sallinger/Melancon Defense Attorneys 

c;--- :;:s 

BARRY J. SALLINGER 
LABN 11668 
ALLYSON C. MELANCON 
LABN 23472 
LAUREN A. CRAMER 
LABN 41494 
820 E. St. Mary Boulevard 
Post Office Box 2433 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70502 
Telephone: (337) 235-5791 
Facsimile: (337) 235-1067 
Email: bjs@sm-da.com 
Allyson@sm-da.com 
lauren.cramer@sm-da.com 
COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER 
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ALLYSON C. MELANCON 

VERSUS 

15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

DOCKET NUMBER 

LAFAYETTE PARISH SHERIFF MARK : LAFAYETTE PARISH, LOUISIANA 
GARBER 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF LAFAYETTE 

VERIFICATION 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared: 

ALLYSON C. MELANCON 

who, after being duly sworn, did depose and say that she is the Petitioner in the above 

and foregoing matter and that the allegations contained therein are true and correct to 

the best of her knowledge, information, and belief after reasonable inquiry. 

~ 
ALLYSON C. ELANCON ,-~ 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me on this _2_ day of May, 2026. 

BARRY J. SALLINGER 
LABN 11668 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
My Commission is for Life. 
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Allyson C. Melancon 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Allyson, 

John Mowell <John.Mowell@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Wednesday, May 13, 2026 1 :06 PM 
Allyson C. Melancon 
Re: PRR 042026 RE: PRR. 

No, "semantics". No, "word games". No exceptions apply because as was stated previously, we do not have any video 
responsive to your request. 

Thank you, 

Captain John Mowell 
Public Communications Director 
Commander 
Search and Rescue 
Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office 

John Mowell 
Public Communications Director 

Public Affairs 
lafayettesheriff.com 

Tel: 337-236-5640 

11@1m■a 

316 W. Main St. 

P.O. Box 3508 

Lafayette,.LA 70502 

From: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 at 12:34 PM 
To: John Mowell <John.Mowell@lafayettesheriff.com>, Saderia Johnson 
<Saderia.Johnson@lafayettesheriff .com> 
Subject: RE: PRR 042026 RE: PRR. 

John, 

1 

EXHIBIT 

I A 



Semantics. The Public Records Law allows me to get BWC footage unless certain exceptions apply. 
You are obligated to tell me what those exceptions/exemptions are. You don't just get to play word 
games. So, that being said, kindly advise what exception/exemption LPSO is claiming; or tell me that 
no such video exists. 

Thanks. 

Allyson C. Melancon 

SALLINGER/MELANCON 
DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 

820 E. St. Mary Blvd., Lafayette, LA 70503 
Telephone: (337) 235-5791 
Fax: (337) 235-1067 
Website: www.sm-da.com 

IMPORTANT: The contents of this email and any attachments are confidential. They are intended.for the named recipient(,) on~v. 
({you have received this email by mistake, please notifj, the sender at once and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make copies thereof 

From: John Mowell <John.Mowell@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 12:31 PM 
To: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com>; Saderia Johnson <Saderia.Johnson@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Subject: Re: PRR 042026 RE: PRR. 

Mrs. Melancon, 

She is telling you there is no video responsive to your public record request. 

Thank you, 

Captain John Mowell 
Public Communications Director 
Commander 
Search and Rescue 
Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office 
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John Mowell 
Public Communications Director 

Public Affairs 
lafayettesheriff.com 

Tel: 337-236-5640 316 W. Main St. 

P.O. Box 3508 

Lafayette,,LA 70502 

From: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 at 12:23 PM 
To: Saderia Johnson <Saderia.Johnson@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Cc: John Mowell <John.Mowell@lafayettesheriff .com> 
Subject: RE: PRR 042026 RE: PRR. 

Dpty Johnson, 

For clarification, are you telling me that the deputies who searched the referenced residence and 
office did NOT have BWC activated during execution of the warrant? 

Thanks. 

Allyson C. Melancon 

SALLING ER/MELANCON 
DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 

820 E. St. Mary Blvd., Lafayette, LA 70503 
Telephone: (337) 235-5791 
Fax: (337) 235-1067 
Website: www.sm-da.com 

S ]M 

n7A 
IMPORTANT: The co11tenls o_(Lhis email and a11y attachments are co11fiden1ial. They are inte11dedfor the named recipienl(.1') 011~v-
{fyou have received this email by mistake. please nol({i1 Lhe sender at once and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make copies thereof: 
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From: Saderia Johnson <Saderia.Johnson@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 11:22 AM 
To: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> 
Cc: John Mowell <John.Mowell@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Subject: PRR 042026 RE: PRR. 

Good morning Allyson, 

My sincere apologies for the delay. In response to your request; there were no video/calls for service, 
where a warrant was being executed by Lafayette Parish Sheriff's office at either address. 

Thank you, 

Saderia Johnson 
Records Clerk 

Administrative Services 
lafayettesheriff.corn 

Tel: 337-236-5845 303 West Vermillion Suite 120 

P.O. Box 3508 

Lafayette.LA 70502 

From: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2026 3:43 PM 
To: Briona K. Miller <Briona.Miller@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Cc: Jan V. Tumlin <Jan@sm-da.com>; Barry J. Sallinger <bjs@sm-da.com>; Saderia Johnson 
<Saderia.Johnson@lafayettesheriff.com>; John Mowell <John.Mowell@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Subject: RE: PRR. 

Congratulations to you! Sorry for the bother. 

In that case, Saderia and John, please respond. 

Thanks. 

Allyson C. Melancon 

SALLING ER/MELANCON 
DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 
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820 E. St. Mary Blvd., Lafayette, LA 70503 

Telephone: (337) 235-579 I 
Fax: (337) 235-1067 
Website: www.sm-da.com 

IMPORTANT: The conte/1ts o_f this email and any attachments are co11/identia!. They are intended.for the named recipient(s) only. 
ff you have received this email by mistake. please 11otifr the sender at once and do 1101 disclose the contents to anyone or make copies thereo_f 

From: Briona K. Miller <Briona.Miller@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2026 3:41 PM 
To: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> 
Cc: Jan V. Tumlin <Jan@sm-da.com>; Barry J. Sallinger <bjs@sm-da.com>; Saderia Johnson 
<Saderia.Johnson@lafayettesheriff.com>; John Mowell <John.Mowell@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Subject: Re: PRR. 

Allyson, 

Please accept my apologies - I began my maternity leave on April 27, earlier than expected. I am copying Capt. 
Mowell and Saderia Johnson on this, who are handling all requests until my return. They will be able to 
provide response to your request. 

Thank you, 
Briana Miller 

Tel: 337-236-5855 

Briona K. Miller 
Public Records Coordinator 

Public Affairs 
lafayettesheriff.com 

P.O. Box 3508 

Lafayette.LA 70502 
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On May 12, 2026, at 2:33 PM, Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> wrote: 

Briona, 

On April 20, 2026, I submitted a Public Records Request to your office. Two days later, 
you responded advising that a response would be provided within fourteen days. That 
self-imposed deadline has now passed, and no substantive response has been 
received. 

A blanket multi-day response period is not authorized by Louisiana's Public Records 
Law. Louisiana law generally requires that public records be made immediately 
available for inspection and copying, or within three business days where the records 
are in active use or otherwise unavailable at the time of the request. While the law 
recognizes that certain requests may require additional time for collection, segregation, 
review, or redaction, the custodian must provide a written estimate of the time 
reasonably necessary to comply. Whether any delay is permissible depends entirely 
upon whether the delay is objectively reasonable under the circumstances and 
proportional to the scope and complexity of the request. 

To reiterate, I requested: All video and audio recordings generated by Lafayette Parish 
Sheriff's Office deputies executing a search warrant at 105 Springwood Circle, 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70508, and 1600 Camellia Boulevard, Building F-100, Lafayette, 
Louisiana 70508. 

This request is narrow, specific, and readily identifiable. I am well aware of the storage 
and retrieval dynamics associated with body-worn camera footage, and there is nothing 
about this request that reasonably justifies the delay encountered thus far. 

In the spirit of professionalism and courtesy, I further remind you of the following 
provisions of Louisiana Public Records Law: 

• The burden of proving that a public record is not subject to inspection, copying, or 
reproduction rests with the custodian. La. RS. 44:31(8)(3). 

• "Custodian" means the public official or head of any public body having custody or 
control of a public record, or a representative specifically authorized by him to respond 
to public records requests. La. RS. 44:1 (A)(3). 

• Louisiana law expressly authorizes actions for writs of mandamus, injunctive relief, 
declaratory relief, or other appropriate relief to enforce compliance with the Public 
Records Law, and such proceedings are to be tried by preference and in a summary 
manner. La. RS. 44:35. 

• Attorney's fees and costs of litigation shall be awarded to the prevailing party. La. RS. 
44:35(0)(1 ). 
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• Where a court finds that a custodian arbitrarily or capriciously withheld requested 
records, or arbitrarily or unreasonably failed to respond as required by law, the court 
may award civil penalties of up to one hundred dollars per day, exclusive of weekends 
and legal holidays, together with damages, attorney's fees, and litigation costs. The 
custodian may additionally be held personally liable for such damages. La. RS. 
44:35(E). 

I trust this matter can be resolved promptly and without the necessity of litigation. I 
therefore look forward to your immediate and complete response. 

Thanks. 

Allyson C. Melancon 

SALLINGER/MELANCON 
DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 

820 E. St. Mary Blvd., Lafayette, LA 70503 
Telephone: (337) 235-5791 
Fax: (337) 235-1067 
Website: www.sm-da.com 

IMPORTANT: The contents of this email and any attachments are co1?fidential. They are intended.for the named recipient(J) 
onzr. 
(fyou have recei1'ed this email by mistake, please not(fy the sender at once and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make 
copies thereof 

From: Briona K. Miller <Briona.Miller@lafayettesheriff.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2026 4:29 PM 
To: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> 
Subject: RE: PRR. 

Good afternoon, 

Please accept this correspondence as an acknowledgment of receipt of your public records 
request received by the Lafayette Parish Sheriffs Office on April 20, 2026. The request seeks 
records related to the following: 

All video/audio recordings generated by Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office Deputies 
executing a search warrant at105 Springwood Circle, Lafayette, LA 70508 and 1600 
Camellia Blvd, Bldg. F-100, Lafayette, LA 70508. 

Our office is in the process of determining what, if any, records are subject to this request and, if 
so, whether any privileges or exemptions apply. This may take some time. You will be notified 
within 14 business days whether records have been located that are responsive and 
approximately when they will be ready for review. 
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Thank.you, 

B riona K. Miller 
Public Records Coordinator 

Public Affairs 
lafayettesheriff.com 

Tel: 337-236-5855 

From: Allyson C. Melancon <Allyson@sm-da.com> 

Sent: Monday, April 20, 2026 1:30 PM 

P.O. Box 3508 

Lafayette.LA 70502 

To: LPSO _ WEB_PIO _RECORDSREQUEST _EMAi LG RP <recordsreguest@lafayettesheriff.com> 

Subject: PRR. 

Custodian, 

Pursuant to the Public Records Act of Louisiana, LSA-R.S. 40:2531t seq., please 
provide the following public record information via email address, Allyson@sm-da.com; 
and/or facsimile, (337) 235-1067; and/or physical address, 820 E. St. Mary Blvd., 
Lafayette LA 70503. I am requesting this information in its native format. 

In accordance with LSA-R.S. 44:3(A)(8) and (I), 

1. All video/audio recordings generated by Lafayette Parish Sheriffs Office 
Deputies executing a search warrant at105 Springwood Circle, Lafayette, LA 
70508 on or about March 12, 2025. 

2. All video/audio recordings generated by Lafayette Parish Sheriffs Office 
Deputies executing a search warrant at 1600 Camellia Blvd, Bldg. F-100, 
Lafayette, LA 70508 on or about March 12, 2025. 

As I am sure you are aware, the custodian of the record bears the burden of proving 
that the record is not subject to inspection, copying, or reproduction by a member of the 
public. LSA-R.S. 44:31 (3). However, whenever there is any doubt as to whether the 
public has the right of access to certain records, the doubt must be resolved in favor of 
the public's right to access. Landis v. Moreau, 2000-1157 (La. 2/21/01 ), 779 So. 2d 691, 
694. 
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If you determine the public records requested herein are not subject to copying or 
reproduction, notify me in writing within three days of your reasons for such 
determination. If for any reason, my request for information cannot be sent without cost, 
then PRIOR TO ANY COPYING, please notify me immediately of the cost that will be 
involved. 

Thanks. 

Allyson C. Melancon 

SALLINGER/MELANCON 
DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 

820 E. St. Mary Blvd., Lafayette, LA 70503 
Telephone: (337) 235-5791 
Fax: (337) 235-1067 
Website: www.sm-da.com 

IMPORTANT: The contents of this email and any attachments are co11fidential. They are intended.for the named recipient(J) 
only. 
!/'you have received this email by mistake. please not/f.y the sender at once and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make 
copies thereof. 
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RM Partnrr,, U,C' 1600 CamrH• Bb·d. Bfdi:-•·-too 
Lafaytltr, I .ouhian1 70-

Further dcscrihcJ us: 

Brica.. structure: nt the s,outh \\('!It 1:,,mi:r nf l(,{IO('umclia Rhd, with I ur11hr: \-\est siJi:. l'nlntdoortP1hc 
husiness i~ facin,; \\'e1il into tht r,ir~int,: f11t. The rear nf1hr huiidin!_! (ai:c::s ta.st nkmt= C'amclia 14lvJ. 

1:mm the intcfSCctfon of Kalisle Sat,w,m Road and Camelin 1\1\J .. lfU\'cl suuth on t:amclla Bhd 
appro!i.itn.-lt'I) 19Ct0 fl. The entrance h! lt'-100 t'nmelia 81\·1.t \\ ill he on lhc right. On-cc in the parkini: lot. 
Building f i!fl the la!.1 huilJing. on lht kit 

then:: is mi"' hcin~ ~once~lt-J ccnain Pl'(lJ)Crt~, n.mtol)·: 

An}· compulch llo.f!b~p ur <ksli:top). l:lhlet.~. cc:llul11r dt:\ icts. or any other device th:11 con he u,;ed IO ~nJ 
emails 1.1r accei.!i 1:acc::t1ou~. 

Due ttl the wl111ilt nature: uf S.)'~lcm menlt")'. 1Ul) IPplup ur wi.~top lhlll li. kll:atcd (lR and plugsc.-J in ,, i1l 
h.tH' a "memo'} dump .. complet~d rnor \(1 being I.liken inlu (WilOJ}, ·1 he mCffl[JJ) dump shall conlii\t of 
mal..ing 11 (l~P) urall i!lfonnation IOC"alc:d in 1hc rnfotilc memo') ufthe de~ke lhat would~ losl \\hen the 
Ut' \-~,c i:!. rumc:d off. 

j~•n.r,: h14.'al~J. \\hich pmptn~· t:tm!.titutcs 1:\'ilkm:11 lJfthe \iola1ion of: 

• 1 < ·<\Ullt of I K: 14&3-l'i.1litical Mo.tcrol: l:thics: Prohihitions-l FclCln,>) 

(•f Ilk: 1 uub,ianu Re:-\ i~C!'d Statute), nnJ th~ •niJn,·it ~uhmiucJ in ~Uf'l>llrl oflhi" !I.L".tr~h \,ammt 1-h11w, the 
neccs.YI} probahh: ,.susi: for its issuani:c. 'Jhc ru~,~ anJ reawn fi,r the scard1 is 10 rinJ anJ !i(jl(' the 
itcmf:sJ li~trd abl.we. 

VOV ARE. IIEJU:UV OIU>ERF.0 1t1 ~1m:h li.ln)i,,i1h 1hr 11fort~1iJ fur 1hr: rro1~n} ,1"14:cilkJ ~r. in~ 1h1, 

~~n·h und Sci,ur~ \\'i1rr.-ml 1111d nm~ing the ~Drch Juring lhc Ja) thm: 11r ni~hl l1nw. SunJa,·~ vr hnliJ"' ~. 
and rflh~ thin,gl:l ~rw~ili~J ;u~ found chem:, io i,C~lc it aml h\,IJ thl.'m in ~1fo \'U)';I\~,· ~n,1ini funhn 11rd~,., 
ut tht ,,:ourt ltm shall be )i!Ur wamml, whtfti•I )'OU MC tu make Jui: tt, Mum m:~urJiu~ tt, Ill\\ 

EXHIBtT 

I ____:;6 ____ 



- __ ...,. ______ ..... , .. __ 

15TII .IUDIC'IAI .. blS'l'Rl{7 coun·r 
PARISH Of LAfA\'f:1TE 
STATt: o•· 1.,0lJISIANA 

f'ASt: Nl!l\tU•:R: WAMRAN'f NUMIIF.N: 
Z5-800lJ9ft2 

S£AR('II AND K>:IZ.URt: WARRANT 

Al't,·1nA vn· IIA \'IN(~ IIF.f:N MAJ)J: HEFOJU: ME 8\' Wesley Vanmitghem of the l.af1ycne Parish 
Shrrin~~ 00kt. th111 he 111,~ a JO-ml n:~MVI t~ belle:\·~ 4h11 on or in: 

101' Sprl■gwoocl Clrdt 
1Af1yettci, 10• 

Funhcr JcscrihtJ a~. 

Hrid, residence. gamgc on the le(\. Fr<mt door oflhc midcnce faces south. Alann s;gn near 1he south 
Yt'CM comer of 1hc struc1urc with the addR!!\~ I 05 on it. 

To 1nh·c •• 1hc said lncatittn; 

Ff\1m lhc intcfSC!ction ur Koltste S111loom k<•ud and C'omeJia Blvd., west on Kali:s1c Saloom 1pProximalcl) 
0.4 mile!>. Taam left Mia Stcinft' Road and Lfl\'el apprc,xirrnncly 0.4 miles 10 b5' Bayou Parkwa)'. Tum 
rigbl and trncl c~ on Hos1 RllyOU Pmcway appraximalCI)· 0.4 miles. Tum left and nvcl nonh on 
1-:nthAnlN Oak Bl,·d. approximmcly I SO feel. Tum righr and U'l"Vcl casl on Sprinpaod Circle and 1ra"ct 
approximately 125 ffft. The n:sidr:nce of I OS Spring"-ood Circle i.J the scc:ond houM: on the left 
•nanhsidc oftoad\\•ay>. 

lhctt. is no"'' bc:in1 concealed certain property • .. mely: 

An)' compulen (laptop ur dcsklop), 1ableu, ccUular dcvkes. ur 11ny nlhcr device 1h11 can he u.scd 10 send 
emails or acccs5 Faccbook. 

IJut to the \lolalile nature of system rnemor,·. any laptop or dcsk1op thal is located on and ptuggN in will 
hnc a •memory dump .. completed prior 10 bcinK uaken inlo custody. The mcmOQ· dump shall consist or 
ma'-ing a copy of •di infonn•lion located in lhc volatile memory of the dn·ice that would be losl when the 
device is turned off. 

is/are located. \\hich propeny c(lnsti1u1es t\·idcnc:e <lflhe \liula1ion of: 

• 1 Count llf I It 1463--PoJilical M1ueraJ: Ethics~ Prohibitions--(Felon} t 

of the Loui1iona Rc~iscd Sta1ulcs, and the affido\Jit submit11?J in suppon of 1his sean;:b wamnt shows the 
""~i.ary p,obablt: cause for i1s issuantc. The pu,posc and ttason for lhe seah:h is 10 find and sei7.c the 
itern{s) Hsted 1b1ne. 

\'Oll ARE HER.EB\' OR1>•:1u:o 10 search forth"hh the afornaid for 1hc propcny spc~ificd liel''inij thii. 
Snrch 11-nd Scitun:· Warrant 41,nJ making lhe ~nn:h during the Juy lime l'r nighl dmc. Sunda)s or holidays. 

I 
__ l 



ALLYSON C. MELANCON 

VERSUS 

15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

DOCKET NUMBER 

LAFAYETTE PARISH SHERIFF MARK : LAFAYETTE PARISH, LOUISIANA 
GARBER 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF LAFAYETTE 

AFFIDAVIT 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared: 

CHUN PING LAU 

who, after being duly sworn, did depose and say, based on his personal knowledge, 

that: 

1 . On or about March 12, 2025, he was the owner of the residence located at105 

Springwood Circle, Lafayette, LA 70508. 

2. On or about March 12, 2025, his business was located at 1600 Camellia Blvd, Bldg. 

F-100, Lafayette, LA 70508. 

3.He hereby waives any expectation of privacy he has relative to those locations. 

CHUN PING LAU 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me on this _Lfday of May, 2026. 

~-+._ • ' -•-••---~ "-•h•-••-~ 

BARRY J. SALLINGER 
LABN 11668 
NOT ARY PUBLIC 
My Commission is for Life. 

........ 

EXHIBIT 

I i 




