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Shooting suspect has long record 
Man's previous 
charges, sentences 
lessened repeatedly 
By Katie de la Rosa 
«lela10S110tOOtt,,ertl«!1.<om 

ming from his lengthy criminal 
drug record, which had only 
bl'icny put him behind bars. 

released from 
the hospital. 

While search­
ing an a1>at·trnent 
whose tenant 
was bel.ieved to 
have informa• 

Chose t ion on a suspect 

foot. 
The apa1·tmen1 resident, Pa1-

ricka Ledet, 21, of Lafayette, 
was arrested and charged with 
principal to attempted first-de­
gree murder and obstruction of 
jus1ice. 

but the truck refused to 1>ull 
over·. With hel1> from four other 
law enforcement agencies, the 
u-uck was stopped 011 h1te1·state 
10 in Crowley. Clrnisson was then 
an·ested. The driver is detained 
and is being questioned. 

The 2J-ycat'--Old t.arayette 
man arrested on charges rclat• 
ing 10 rhe shooting of a Lafayeue 
police officer late Thursday has 
been wanted since early May for 
violating his probation stem-

As of 1-'riday night, both the 
wounded officer, who was shot 
once, and suspect Chi,se Chais­
son, who was shot multiple 
times, remained hos1>italized in 
stable condition. Chaisson will 
he detained on charges of at• 
tempted first-degree murder of 
a police officer, a convicted fel­
on in possession of a firearm, 
second-degree kidnap1>ing and 
injury to a police K-9 once he is 

Chaisson in a sho01 ing 
from the night 

before, officers located Chais­
son hiding in a closet. Gunfire 
was exchanged, and as the offi. 
cer moved to safety, Chaisson 
jumped out a window and fled on 

Police later learned Chaisson 
was spotted at a truck stop on 
Nm1h University Avenue at­
tempting to hitch a ride. Dis­
patched officers discovered a 
tl"Uck riding with its headlights 
off and wil ha 1,._,~senget· ~eem­
ingly trying to avoid detection, 

Chaisson had been on the 
loose for four rnonths, having vi­
olated the prohation that result­
ed from previous drug arl'ests 
that had incarcerated hin1 for al­
most no time at all. 
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In February 2010, he plead­
ed guilty tot wo counts of mar­
ijuana possession and one of 
1-csisting art·cst by night, for 
which he received a suspend­
ed five-monthsentenceand 12 
months 1wobation through his 
plea deal. Three months later, 
he faced charge.~ of disu·ihu• 
tion of cocaine and monies de­
l'ived fro1n drug transact ions, 
but the court dismissed the 
latter charge, and he pleaded 
guilty to an amended charge 
of drug pa,·aphernalia. 

His plea de.11 gave him a 
sus1>ended six-month sen-

tenceand 12 months probation 
that ran concurrently with his 
suspended sentence and pro­
bation from the marijuana 
charges. On Dec. 6, his pt'Oba­
tion had been revoked, and his 
sentence of six months in the 
parish jail wasin1posed. 

On Dec. 30, however, "'the 
cou11 amended the defen­
dant's previously imposed 
sentence to 24 days in 1ia,-ish 
jail with credit for time 
served since Dec. 6, 20l0," 
meaning his sentence was es­
sentially erased. 

That aUowed Chaisson, on 
that same day, to agree to an­
other 1>lea deal in which he 
ple.1ded guilty to one amend­
ed charge and the cou,1 dis­
mL~sed nine other clmrges. 

According to the docu• 
mentsof that deal, he pleaded 
guilty 10 attempted cocaine 
possession with intent to dis­
tribute, amended ft'Om the 
origina I charge of coeainedis­
t ribut ion, and was dismissed 
Oil four COWllS or cocaine llOS· 
session, his third offense of 
marijuana Possession, one 
count of possession of 
MOMA, two counts of resist­
ing an officer and one count of 
simple c1·iminal damage to 
p1·ope1ty. 

He 1-cceived no jail time 
and five years or activesuper­
vised probation. 

In the 3112 years since, he 
1,,s spent two days in jail for 
appearing in cou11 not 
dressed in the Jll'Ol>et· attire 

and 60days for removing him• 
self from a Baton Rouge re­
covery center(a senrencethat 
was originall>' one yeru· in jail 
but amended to 60 days after 
he was accepted into the La­
fayette Parish Sheriff's Of­
fice 1·ehabilitation p1·ogram). 

'J'hc last tin1c he was in jail 
was in November, when he 
was released fl'Om a two-day 
sentence fo,· failing his third 
d1-ug test and a 15-day sen­
tence for failing his fourth 
drug test. 

There was a bench war1·ant 
for his ruTeSt in March for 
missing drug court, which 
pushed the district court to is­
sue a statewide warr·ant call• 
ing fo1· his immedia1e arrest 
May 13. 
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employment in a timely fashion and 
without the need for further action 
by the Board," the resolution ,·cads. 

Dw·ing Thw-sday's special board 
meeting, Cooper asked about the 
cost. Board President Hunter Beas­
ley quickly shut him down, saying 
the comments sbould be only about 
the resolution to accept charges 
against Cooper. 

"You're voting on clml'gcs to dis­
miss me ... This man has been work­
ing for a number of months. It has 
everything to do with these 
charges," Cooper said. 

No financial figure.~ were an~ 
nounccd. 


