
From: Nanette Cook, City Council District 4
To: Cydra Wingerter
Subject: Re: Lafayette Middle School - Fitness Court
Date: Wednesday, September 29, 2021 7:26:26 AM

Cydra,
We did not get to speak yesterday, sorry about that.  I was going to send this response to
Tricia but before I get myself into more trouble with her, she loves to twist my words, I want
you to read and make sure I am not sending something else that will come back to get me.
I appreciate your help with this.
Nanette

Good morning Tricia,
I am following up on our meeting to make sure we are both understanding what was
discussed at our 2 1/2 hour meeting last Saturday.  First I understand you and your neighbor
do not like the location chosen for this 7 exercise station fitness court on the Lafayette Middle
School Campus. With that said I am working to make this project something good for the
school and the community and respect the surrounding neighborhoods.

As far as any legal questions you may have I want you to know LCG has had an attorney
working with me on this project.  LPSS has also been involved in crafting this agreement since
this is on their school property.  We have had several meetings, first to raise the funds for this
fitness court.  Once funds were raised the location on the campus was discussed and
discussed and moved based on these discussions to find the site that made the most sense for
the students to have access, for the safety of the students and for the neighborhood comfort
with regard to parking and security. 

We discussed the public access location and it was requested we move the access to the
circle drive.  I agree this would be my first choice due to the fact that the cars are parked
there.  I indicated that I would request that change.  Unfortunately, after my discussion with
Kyle Bordelon and the principal this was not going to be possible.  There was no way to deny
access to the rest of the campus if the entrance is off the circle drive.  Anyone entering from
that point would have access to the entire campus and that was not part of their agreement.  I
am sorry I could not get this changed.  The small gate will be just past the first driveway and
allow only access to the fitness court.  In my many discussions about fencing I learned that the
original site by the basketball court was going to also include the use of the basketball court.  I
am happy to say this fencing is only around the fitness court and will not allow access to any
other part of the campus.

To reiterate there will be no advertisements on the wall, no lights or electricity installed on the
court.  As far as cameras, LMS currently has these on their buildings and we will determine
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how they can be used to check the court after school hours. Discussions with the principal and
LPSS administration with secure this information. We will also discuss any landscaping ideas
with LMS to see what we can do.  Please be patient as we first get this site up to see what is
needed as far as landscaping. 

LPSS as always will be in control of their campus with regard to trash, grass cutting and locking
the interior gate and opening the public access.  Hours of public access will be posted at the
entrance. Currently this site will be closed at dark so the signage will reflect this.  When the
school staff returns in the early morning the access will be closed for school use.  I would not
compare this exactly to our parks but in the case of closing, there are no gates around our
parks to signify closing.  Parks are closed at 10:00 in the city.  Anyone on the property after
hours can be cited and in the case of this fitness court if someone is using  it after hours they
too will be asked to leave.  The location allows for good visual by the many police cars that
travel down university. I apologize if the impression I gave you was that a city employee was
going to lock the gate every night. As stated above this is not something we do at parks or
public access places.  This was made clearer to me by administration with regard to this
facility.

Finally as far as the cost of this court let me break it down.  First a grant from the National
Fitness Campaign organization was awarded to LCG for $30,000.00 and required a LCG match
of $30,000.  The rest of the funding, $60,000. was raised through the community foundation
in donations from individuals and local organizations to meet our goal.  The installation of the
foundation, potentially another  $15,000 to $20,000 was donated in kind by Lemoine
Construction and Redi MIx.  There is a support team through National Fitness Campaign that
will be coming once the court is open to help train the teachers at LMS on how to use this for
their students.  There is also an app for the public to use to guide them through their
workout. 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any other questions.  I want this fitness court to
work for both the school and the community.  I will need your help with any issues that come
about with the dual usage.  I hope we can work through your concerns moving forward.  

Nanette
337-654-2536

From: Patricia Parker <trish.parker@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2021 3:55 PM
To: Nanette Cook, City Council District 4; Andy Naquin, City Council District 2;
MayorPresidentsOffice; cwingerten@lafayettela.gov
Subject: Lafayette Middle School - Fitness Court



 
The following is a summary of the two separate meetings with Nanette Cook and Andy Naquin, on September 25,
2021, concerning the new unannounced location of the Fitness Court at Lafayette Middle School.

 
Link to the National Fitness Campaign website.     https://nationalfitnesscampaign.com/
Please view the 2 Minute video at this link.

I am requesting the delay of the newly unannounced location of the Fitness Court until many questions listed below
can be answered.  The cement is to be poured tomorrow, Monday, September 27, 2021. 

We remain completely against the current location of the new Fitness Court at Lafayette Middle School.  We have
made a great effort to have this Fitness Court relocated, since we discovered the new location in front of our home,
on Friday, September 24, 2021.  After being told the new exercise facility WILL be constructed in front of our home
no matter what, we requested the following conditions.  Our agreeing to the following terms is in no way a
submission on our part to the acceptance of this new location for the Fitness Court.  We still are requesting the
Fitness Court to be relocated.

·         We expressed our concern about the impact the current location of the Fitness Court will have on
the property value of the neighboring homes.
·         We were told an attorney has reviewed all zoning restrictions carefully for the new Fitness Court at
Lafayette Middle School.  HOWEVER, did the attorney actually review the zoning restrictions for the new
location in front of 215 Souvenir Gate, or did the attorney ONLY review the zoning restrictions for the
original location at the corner of Jasmine Street and Souvenir Gate, near the basketball court?  
·         Why would an attorney be reviewing the zoning codes?  Isn’t that the responsibility of the zoning
commission?
·         By 3:00pm every day, if not earlier, the sun is shining over the entire currently framed Fitness
Court.  Is this truly the best location for this exercise facility?  
·         It was agreed there will be no access to the fitness court from Souvenir Gate.
·         It was agreed the only access to the Fitness Court will be through the front circular driveway of the
school.
·         It was agreed the Fitness Court wall facing the residential houses on Souvenir Gate will be entirely
hidden by an evergreen landscape.
·         It was agreed no advertisement will be painted on the wall attached to the Fitness Court. 
·         It was agreed no lights will be installed for the Fitness Court.
·         It was agreed no electricity will be installed at the Fitness Court.
·         It was agreed any trash left behind by the public, along Souvenir Gate, will be picked up by someone
other than the home owners.
·         Installing cameras to monitor the Fitness Court was brought up at the meeting. 
·         We are adamant we don’t want our house placed under 24 hour surveillance because of this Fitness
Court.  We want our right to privacy to be honored.
·         It was agreed the fitness court is being installed on a temporary basis, and it can easily be removed.
·         The lighting for the new track behind the school will be directed at the track, not glaring into the
homes of the neighbors.
·         We will not be baby sitters for the evitable issues at this Fitness Court.  The School Board, the City of
Lafayette and the Private donors will be responsible for babysitting this facility.

Originally, this Fitness Court was to be built at the corner of Jasmine Street and Souvenir Gate, near the back of the
school yard.  Many of the neighbors want this Fitness Court at the school, but apparently they do not want it built
close to their homes.  So, these neighbors organized a private meeting with Nanette Cook to have the Fitness Court
moved across the school yard along University Avenue, near Souvenir Gate and my home.  Nanette apologized
saying she was not aware the home owners directly impacted by the new location were not invited to the meeting
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months ago.

It is my understanding the City of Kenner, Louisiana, recently rejected building a National Fitness Court because they
felt the $38,000 cost was too expensive.  I have been told $160,000 has been raised for the National Fitness Court at
Lafayette Middle School.  A grant for $38,000 was secured.  The School Board and the City of Lafayette each have
allocated $30,000 and private donors have donated the rest of the money.  Who are these private donors?

Recently the homeless people of Lafayette have been pushed out of the neighboring downtown parks.  I expressed
my concern about the homeless and other individuals using the wall of the Fitness Court as a backdrop to partake in
illegal drugs and other activities at night.  Thus, it was agreed the pedestrian gate at the front of the school will be
locked at night.  An employee from the City Recreation Department will come to the school seven days a week,
around 7:00pm, or at sunset to lock the gate.

Tricia Parker

215 Souvenir Gate

237-1012


